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Special Measles Vaccination Campaign

Measles vaccination was commenced in 1984 as single dose at 9 months of age and reached
universal coverage levels in late 1990es. The incidence of Measles which was dramatically
reduced is currently at elimination levels. Outbreak experienced in 1999/2000, indicated that
vaccination with single dose of measles may not be adequate to maintain high population
level immunity to prevent outbreaks. Hence, a second dose of measles vaccine was
introduced into the national schedule in 2001 as MR vaccine, at the age of 3 years. Therefore,
in order to maintain the same high level of immunity against Measles in the community, it is
necessary to ensure that every person is immunized with 2 doses of measles vaccine.
Currently in the EPI schedule 2 doses of measles vaccine are being given as MMR vaccine
since October 2011.

Epidemiology Unit decided to offer measles vaccine to the persons between 4 years to 21
years of age, who have never been immunized or had received only a single dose of measles
containing vaccine.

During the conflict years many children in the north and east provinces may have missed
their due vaccinations due to internal migration. During the post conflict period a few cases of
measles have been observed in IDP camps in Vavuniya and children under 5 years were
offered a dose of measles vaccine. However, there may be many children and adolescents,
who may have missed the second dose.

Therefore, all concerned are requested to follow the following guidelines to identify and
vaccinate persons under 21 years of age, who have never been immunized or received only a
single dose of measles containing vaccine according to the following guidelines.

e Scrutinize CHDR and Birth and Immunization registers to identify children between 4
- 15 years of age who have never been immunized or received only a single dose of
measles containing vaccine



Scrutinize all adolescents and young adults in higher education institutions, factories,
police and military establishments who have never been immunized or had received
only a single dose of measles containing vaccine

Create awareness on this programme through regular IEC channels (PHM house
visits, health education activates at CWC and ANC and during school health
activities) to identify eligible children, adolescents and young adults

Request parents to bring their children unvaccinated or partially vaccinated to regular
immunization clinics and offer them with the missed measles vaccine dose

Use a separate page of the clinic immunization register to record the personal
information and vaccination data of receipt of measles vaccine through this
programme

Arrange this activity during months of April, May and June 2012.

Number of persons immunized through this programme should be reported separately
through the 3™ quarter EPI quarterly return under other vaccines.
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